
Welcome!!

While you are waiting……..

Have a look through your pack -

• Read the ‘100 square race’ 
game instructions

• Have a look through the 100 
square ideas booklet and 
make a note of activities your 
child might like to try at home.

• Read the ‘how to make a 
spinner’ instructions (but wait 
to do this with your child) 
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“Nothing matters more than stopping, 
listening and responding positively to young 

children” 
Julie Fisher, Education Adviser, Oxford Brookes University

Meaningful
interaction

Give time Engage Listen Respond

Interactions are profoundly important for supporting and 
extending children's learning. Regular meaningful 

interactions can help develop children’s skills in thinking, 
reasoning, explaining, persuading and language development. 



“ No brain is the same; no brain is the best. Each brain finds its 
own special way”

Psychiatrist Edward Hallowell.

Your child may 

do it differently, 

we embrace 

and welcome 

individuality.

Unique Child

https://drhallowell.com/meet-dr-hallowell/biography/


It’s good to share 👍

We’re all on a 

unique 

(learning) 

journey

….

Unique Adult

Work-life

experiences

Knowledge 

from books, 

TV, internet

Home-life

experiences

Older 

children

Your well-being matters too 💚



Session outline

Parent prep:

- Introducing the 100 square – a brilliant maths tool for Year 1      
children

- Counting on and back using the 100 square

- Ideas for making maths fun – games to play that practise key 
skills at the same time 

Activities with the children (approx. 30 mins, which is the length 
of an average lesson)

The children return to class 

Summary and evaluation 



Year 1 
Curriculum

Here are some 
of the counting 
and calculation  
statements your 
child is working 
on this year



More curriculum 
information?

https://primarysite-

prod.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/d66d612d

6ee34712bc6f6572b0787afb/6edc/Parents_

Complete_Guide.pdf

https://www.schoolguide.co.uk/blog/the-new-

primary-national-curriculum-a-parents-guide

https://primarysite-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/d66d612d6ee34712bc6f6572b0787afb/6edc/Parents_Complete_Guide.pdf
https://www.schoolguide.co.uk/blog/the-new-primary-national-curriculum-a-parents-guide


It is essential that 
children have lots of 
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 
using objects (such as 
Magic Pebbles) 
& equipment (such as 100 
squares) 

These tools help children’s 
learning to be deep and 
rich – developing their 
number sense to grow 
confident & competent 
mathematicians 👌🏽
(Maths Mastery – find out 
more here)

https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/Learner/Primary/Primary%20parents/pearson-maths-mastery-parent-factsheet-final-web.pdf


Your resource pack………
Spinners x 2

100 square                                game instructions & ideas



Today you will use it to:

▪ count, read & recognise 
numbers (up to 100)

▪ order numbers (up to 100) 
and explore number patterns

▪ count on & back (up to 100)

▪ add & subtract (up to 20)

You’ll wonder how you ever lived 
without it 🤣



Counting/number recognition using the 100 square

• Your child is likely to be less comfortable using larger 
numbers (the EYFS curriculum covers mastery of numbers up to 10)

• The 100 square allows children to practise reading, 
recognising and ordering numbers beyond 10 (in Year 1 the 
curriculum covers numbers to 100) –

“familiarity, confidence, competence & fluency”

• Understanding the VALUE of numbers beyond ten comes 
through experience – use of real objects (e.g. straws) is 
essential



Step 1 - Exploring the value of 
double digit numbers

• Ask your child to choose a double digit number on 
their 100 square (e.g. can you choose a number that’s 
more than 10 but less than 20)

• Ask them to use real objects (straws) to represent it. 
E.g. 25 - count out 25 single straws.

• Ask them how many bundles of 10 they can make with 
their (25) straws

“25 is made up of 2 tens (20) and 5 ones”

• Repeat for other numbers on the 100 square, using 
ready-made bundles to speed things up and practise 
counting in tens 

How to help with place value 

videos (oxfordowl.co.uk)

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/learning-at-home-videos/parent-how-to-videos/how-to-help-with-place-value-videos/


Step 2 -make your spinners

• Work with your child to 
assemble the 2 spinners. 
• Ask your child to cut on
the bold black lines
• Attach an opened paper
clip loosely in the centre
of each spinner using split pins
• Secure at the back using 
masking tape

*start with the 1-6 spinner – useful for quick turn-taking 
*use the 0-9 spinner for variety/when racing to 50 or 100 (0=miss a turn)
*use both spinners together to practise mental + and – skills when racing to 
50 or 100



Spinner instructions– work with your child to…

Help your child to cut out the 2 spinners LEAVING A SQUARE BORDER 

1. open one end of the 
paperclip to make a 
‘pointer’

2. Thread the other end of the 
paperclip onto the split pin, 
then post the ‘legs’ of the split 
pin through the hole you made

3. split 
the ‘legs’ 

and 
secure 

with tape



Counting on (and back) using 
the 100 square

Demonstration of the counting on technique here

Demonstration of counting back technique here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lxiLz6C7Ff_rpI8mTYCv_NJh4EU2Rx1V/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zbUo70JaAi3EHAnlu4blv_pA3MQx-3Vj/view


The 100 Square Race game gives children the 
chance to practise counting on and back in a fun way

*Adapt the game to suit your child’s ability



Step 3 – counting on (forwards)

• Get your child to show you how they can ‘count 
on’ using the 100 square *watch out for what 
happens at the end of a row……..

• Read the ‘race to 100’ game instructions with 
your child, so that they know how to play 

• Play the game, starting on 

number 1 

First to 20 (50) (100) wins



Step 4 – counting back 
(reverse reverse!!)

Play the game starting on number 20 (50) (100) – get 
your child to show how good they are at ‘counting 
back’. First to get back to number 1 wins

You’re having fun, and getting beaten….…probably 😋

• Watch carefully to see how far they can count and 
which numbers they recognise

• Check for accurate counting on/back

Play again if you still have their attention (race 
to/from a higher number, best of 3?)



Step 5 – DIY addition/subtraction 
Start by using numbers to 20, as this will build 
confidence & competence.

• Make some addition sums using your 100 
square.

Choose a starting number, then spin the spinner & 
count on in ones.
e.g. start on 11, spin a 6, count on 6 times
• Make some subtraction sums using your 100 

square. 
Repeat the addition idea, but this time counting 
back
e.g. start on 14, spin a 5, count back 5 times….



Step 6 – Recording the process

• Ask your child about the numbers….e.g. 
“Which number did you start on?” ……“Which 
number are you on now?”

• Summarise the process verbally..…e.g.
“So 11 count on six makes 17”

• Use real objects to represent the sum and 
allow your child to check their answer

• Encourage them to 
draw or write the 
sums they make





Alternative game? – lots of variety to suit 
different needs, just help yourselves/ask 

me to suggest something



Tell us what you think ……☺



Time for the tiddly peeps……

Remember:

Don’t struggle on if concentration is wearing thin – ask me 
to find you another game to try ☺

Meaningful
interaction

Give time Engage Listen Respond



Suggestions for 
later……………

Things you can look at in more detail when 
you get home………..



More 100 square videos
Addition/Subtraction Strategy 1-

100'chart - YouTube

Double digit addition and 

subtraction using the 100 square:

Adding and subtracting using a 100 

square - YouTube

Hundred Square - YouTube

Overview of using the 100 square, 

counting in ones & counting in tens:

Using a 100 square for addition and 

subtraction - Numeracy - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64SpvdZ2sis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QDy7cGjHG4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fydOb5NMYKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTVR-t7joEU


Other useful online resources 
to try ……………..
1. Information about reading writing & saying big numbers
http://www.englishlessonsbrighton.co.uk/saying-large-numbers-english/

2. Comparing numbers – scroll down homepage until you see 
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2numeracy-calculation.html

3. General calculation practice
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zjxhfg8
http://www.softschools.com/math/games/

http://www.coolmath-games.com/numbermonster/index.html

4. Word Problems/problem solving (stretch and challenge)

https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-1/addition-word-problems-sums-up-to-10

https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-1/subtraction-word-problems-numbers-up-
to-10

https://urbrainy.com/maths/year-1-age-5-6/challenges-year-1

http://www.englishlessonsbrighton.co.uk/saying-large-numbers-english/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2numeracy-calculation.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zjxhfg8
http://www.softschools.com/math/games/
http://www.coolmath-games.com/numbermonster/index.html
https://uk.ixl.com/maths/year-1/addition-word-problems-sums-up-to-10
https://uk.ixl.com/math/year-1/subtraction-word-problems-numbers-up-to-10
https://urbrainy.com/maths/year-1-age-5-6/challenges-year-1


Odd and even
An even number is a number that can be divided into two equal 
groups.

An odd number is a number that cannot be divided into two equal 
groups.

How to explain it to small people:

Get your child to take (small) sets of objects and pair them up 
– any sets that have ‘one left over’ are odd. Sets where they 
all ‘have a friend’ are even

Even numbers end in 2, 4, 6, 8 and 0 regardless of how many digits 
they have (we know the number 5,917,624 is even because it ends 
in a 4!).

Odd numbers end in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9

…..and using your hundred square….



• Spot patterns

• Use to devise and 
test rules e.g. all 
numbers ending in 
1 are odd

• Apply those rules to larger 
numbers – as big as you 
like!!



Using Number Bonds  
(all those small addition/subtraction facts

children need to know ‘by heart’)

Helps build mental addition and 
subtraction skills

bridging through 

ten, twenty etc.



Example with hundred square:
• 59 count on 5

• Use knowledge of 

number bonds to split 5 

5

1 4

• 59 add 1 = 60

• 60 add 4 = 64

Challenge: can they do 

this in their heads?



Counting in tens………
Maths Lesson: Counting in 10s - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0x7Mf8OfLc

