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Welcome to Year 4



Our school expectations and values



Year 4 - Yearly topic map
Autumn 1

Exploring Our World: 
Maps and Adventures

Geography: Mapping 
the world –

longitude/latitude/equa
tor/tropics 

Science: Group & 
Classify Living Things

RE: Who do Christians 
believe Jesus is?

Autumn 2
The Anglo Saxons

History of Britain: The 
first Kings of England / 

Anglo Saxons

Science: States of 
Matter

RE: How and why has 
Christian practice 

changed over time?

Spring 1
Here Come the Vikings

History of Britain: 
Vikings: invaders or 

settlers?

Science: Sound

RE: Does prayer make a 
difference and how do 

Christians know?

Spring 2
All About Brazil

Geography: Brazil and 
South America: How 

does it compare to the 
UK?

Science: Electricity

RE: How do Hindus 
understand God 

(Brahman)?

Summer 1
Water, Water, 
Everywhere

Geography: The Water 
Cycle

Science: Data Collection

RE: What role does 
worship play in the life 

of a Hindu? 

Summer 2
The Battle of Hastings

History of Britain: The 
Battle of Hastings

Science: Digestive 
System

RE: How and why do 
people argue that some 
places can be spiritual?

Possible approximate costs over the year:
Autumn

Panto £7 approx.
Photos £5-15 approx.
Christmas lunch £2.50 approx.
Possible Trip: £15 approx.

Spring
Possible Trip: £15 approx.

Summer
Possible Trip: £15 approx.
Free library visit

* Field trips and events in school are subject to change. Those listed above are indicative and not guaranteed to take place.



Year 4 Autumn topic map



How to help at home
• Make sure your children arrive at school: on time, well rested, fed and 

ready for a day of learning.

• Encourage learning of number bonds and times tables and use real life 
examples to support this, for example when shopping or preparing 
meals.

• Support your children with their home learning through regular practice 
and encouraging them to take the lead. 

• Take time to play and relax with your children. We work them hard 
during the day and time to play and be together is one of most 
invaluable learning opportunities you can provide.



KS2
How to help with reading at home

• Read to and with your child. Encourage a love of reading and create spaces for 
children to enjoy reading, sharing and comparing books. 

• Listen to your child read often, particularly supporting in decoding unknown 
words, understanding new vocabulary and summarising what they have read. 

• This is really important throughout a child’s primary 
education, even when they are able to read independently.

• Ask questions using the VIPERS technique to check 
understanding.

• When working on sight vocabulary, flash cards are very 
useful. 

• Please update your child’s reading record at least weekly.
• Do not forget the power of reading to your child!



The Multiplication Tables Check
• All Y4 children in the country are expected to participate in the multiplication tables check in 

June.
• This is a statutory assessment. There is no official pass mark(!)
• The MTC lasts for around 5 minutes and takes place on an electronic device (usually a PC or 

Chromebook).
• The children are given 25 multiplication questions (no division) one after the other with a 

maximum of 6 seconds to answer.
• Results will be published in your child’s school report.

• Please support your children in their preparation for this assessment – eg. regular times 
tables chanting at home and Times Tables Rockstars.

• We carry out daily multiplication tables activities – games, chanting, quizzes, races etc.
• We have a weekly test (Tuesdays), and will carry out a mock version of the MTC once a week 

(Friday). This helps the children learn through repetition and practice, while also helping them 
get used to the format of the real thing.



General Information, Equipment and Resources 
• Ensure that children have the appropriate school uniform for the day and weather.
• Children are asked to have their P.E. kit in school every day.

– plain black, grey, navy or purple clothing and dark trainers please – not white, heavily branded 
or team football kits. 

• P.E days: Friday – if this changes, an email will be sent.
• Reading books to be brought in daily.
• Spellings daily.
• Times Tables Test – Tuesday.
• Water bottles daily.  No fizzy or energy drinks. 
• Bags – Only small bags/ book bags are needed.  Pencil cases - please make sure they 

are small. 
• KS2 pencil case – please make sure you review the Stationery List – handwriting 

pens in standard blue please





Other Information
• Snack time – should be a healthy snack/ fruit only.
• Please be mindful of the quantity/ volume of food and allergies.
• We are a nut-free school - please check ingredients lists and avoid all 

chocolate. 
• Please ensure you have updated the office with up to date medical 

details, allergies, dietary requirements details and in-date medication.
• Remember to check the class webpages for up to date information. 



UPCOMING EVENTS

PTA Meet and Greet 
Green Man Pub, 24th September 6:30pm

PTA Bingo night 
School Hall, 19th September 7-9pm 

£5 each, Book via e-mail: 
stmichaelseasthampsteadpta@gmail.com

MacMillan Cake Sale
26th September After School

PTA AGM
15th October 6:30pm at the school

CHRISTMAS MARKET 
Friday 5th December 

5:30 to 7:30pm 
Volunteers needed to help run the stalls
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PTA update

Join us for our planned events to help raise 
funds for the school this year.  All welcome. 

Last year’s fundraising supplied:

• Play benches for the playground

• Christmas Reindeer visit

• Bibles for KS2

• Plants for the garden

• £400 per class towards school trips



How to contact us 
• Please contact the school office either in person, by 

telephone or email. 
• All messages for teachers and SENCO should be sent 

to the secretary email address below. 
• If you are able to give a short context to the request 

this can help plan out time to contact you.
• 01344 420878 
• secretary@stmicheast.co.uk



Any questions?

Thank you 



