
 
WEEK BEGINNING 10T H  FEBRUARY 

Events this week:  
Tuesday 11th February Year 4 Ufton Court trip 

Wednesday 12th February Parents evening 

Thursday 13th February Years 3 & 4 athletics 

Parents evening 

 

Looking forwards: (dates/times may be subject to change)  

Monday 17th to Friday 21st 
February 

HALF TERM WEEK  

Tuesday 25th February Family Learning – Acorns 

Friday 28th February Family Learning – Year 2 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day 

PTA Book sale in School Hall 

Monday 10th March – 
Friday 14th March 

Science Week  

Thursday 13th March Author Visit 

PTA Disco      Infants – 5.00pm – 5.50om – Juniors – 6.00pm – 7.00pm 

Friday 14th March Maths Day 

Years 3 & 4 Cricket Skills 

Thursday 20th March Family Learning – Year 4 

Year 5 & 6 Hockey 

Friday 21st March Comic Relief 

Tuesday 25th March Year 5 Easter Experience at Church 

Thursday 27th March RockSteady concert 

Friday 28th March  Mother’s Day sale 

Years 3 & 4 mixed football 

Tuesday 1st April Years 3 & 4 Tag Rugby 

Thursday 3rd Church Service 

Friday 4th April Easter Bonnet parade 

END OF TERM – 1.30 FINISH 

Don’t forget you can see key events on the school website Calendar page 

https://www.stmichaelseasthampstead.com/diary/grid/2024/10/ 
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Message 

 

Dear families of St Michael’s, 

We are looking forward to seeing you at our Parents Meetings next week and sharing your child’s progress 

with you. The Spring term is often the time when we see the children’s learning really take off and I love to 

hear from them about their successes and how they have overcome some struggles – mainly, they tell me, by 

keeping on trying and practising! 

 The school team has expanded recently with the introduction of 2 student teachers, Miss Benson in year 1 

and Miss Quelcutti in year 2. Both these teachers are on their final placements before beginning their 

qualified teaching careers. We welcome them both and look forward to watching them develop their skills 

with our talented team.    

As we welcome new staff, we are also saying farewell to Ms Shepherd who will be leaving us at the end of 

the week to begin her maternity leave. We wish her and her growing family all the very best and look 

forward to meeting her new arrival at some point soon.   

At St Michael's we know that the children enjoy their sport and PE and it has been fantastic to see how many 

external competitions our school has participated so far this year and many more to come. A huge shout out 

to our year 5/6 athletics team. Through their talents and hard work, the school reached the athletics finals for 

the first time and came in fourth place out of the 12 teams who made it through. A fabulous achievement!   

 

Enjoy your half term break when it arrives, and we look forward to seeing you back in school on 24th 

February. 

Best wishes  
Caroline Johnson  
Headteacher  
  



 

Attendance 
 
As I am sure you are aware, schools have a statutory duty to monitor attendance, inform families and 

endeavour to ensure children attend all possible sessions. The school team regularly monitor attendance 

rates, and we will be sending out letters to parents of children whose ytd attendance is below 90%. The 

DfE class this level of absence as Persistent Absence (>10%) and this equates to 4 weeks of school missed 

across the year.  

We would expect to see attendance improve for these children over the following half term. If this does 

not happen, we will invite you for a meeting in school to try to support you in overcoming any barriers to 

attendance. For most children this does happen as their absence is due to a period of sickness or other 

circumstances.   

 

Lateness 

We are also monitoring late arrivals to school. The class and school doors are open from 8:40am and will 

close at 8:50am. Children arriving after this time need to come through the school office. Where we are 

aware of repeated late arrivals you will be notified by letter of how much time in school has been missed 

and a request that this been improved. If there are particular circumstances which are causing the lateness 

please contact the office for advice. As has been previously stated even a few minutes can be disruptive to 

the children, the rest of the class and the office team.   

 

Healthy Snacks   

Please ensure that your child has a healthy snack for breaktime. Crisps, chocolate and overly sugary snacks 
are actively discouraged by staff due to their impact on energy levels. Quick sugar highs followed by 
crashing lows are not helpful to learning or behaviour.  
 
We appreciate your support with this important part of the children’s development of a healthy lifestyle 
   



-  

 

Acorns  - Heidi – for showing maturity, especially in her reading and writing 

Year 1  - Lukas – for aiming high in maths 

Year 2  -  Amy –  for having a positive attitude towards all of her learning and working hard 

Year 3  - Franklin and Adela – for working exceptionally hard in their English writing  

Year 4  -  Osione – for her consistent focus and diligence in all she does – well done!  

Year 5  - Jack – for trying his best in lessons and on his time tables and asking for help when 

   he needs it. 

Year 6  - Leonora – for being motivated to achieve in all areas of her learning 

 

 

 

  



 

  

 



Little Gems have just released a new date for our 3 part ADHD course. 

ADHD Course  Hosted by Parenting Special Children: 

Session 1: Provides an insight into what ADHD is. Learn about the challenges & concerns often raised. Explore 

strengths and opportunities related to ADHD. 

Session 2: Learn to understand children's anxiety and how this relates to ADHD. 

Session 3: Gain an understanding of attention deficit behaviours & how to manage these 

 A 3-week course 

ADHD SUPPORT 

For Parents & carers of children aged 3 and over, primary & secondary school aged children. 

 Online: 

Thursday 6th, 13th & 20th March 2025 7pm – 9pm 

Booking link : https://parentingspecialchildren.co.uk/events/adhd-course-berkshire-east-mar-2025/ 

 

 The GEMS Team 

  

www.gems4health.com 
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