In accordance with the School Admissions Code 2021, the following variation to the admissions
policy 21/22 will apply to all applications received from 1 September 2021:
Oversubscription criteria
Category 1
Looked-after children and children who were previously looked after, including those children who
appear to have been in state care outside England, but ceased to be so as a result of being
adopted.(See note 6)
Note 6
By a “looked-after child” we mean one in the care of a local authority or being provided with
accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of its social services function. Previously looked
after children are children who have been adopted, subject to child arrangement orders or special
guardianship orders. Adopted children are those for whom an adoption order is made under the
Adoption Act 1976 (Section 12) or the Adoption and Children Act 2002 (Section 46). A ‘child
arrangements order’ is one settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child
is to live (Children Act 1989, Section 8, as amended by the Children and Families Act 2014, Section
14). A ‘special guardianship order’ is one appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special
guardian/s (Children Act 1989, Section 14A). Applications under this criterion must be accompanied
by evidence to show that the child is looked after or was previously looked after (e.g. a copy of the
adoption, child arrangements or special guardianship order). Evidence that a child from outside
England was previously in state care will be required to come within this criterion. A child is regarded
as having been in state care outside England if they were in the care of or were accommodated by a
public authority, a religious organisation, or any other provider of care whose sole or main purpose is
to benefit society.

